Official Rules & Entry Guidelines: Scarecrow Showdown 2026
1. Eligibility & Registration

e Resident Exclusion: Open exclusively to residents of the Borough and Township. Local

businesses, commercial entities, and organizations are strictly prohibited from entering.

e Cap & Capacity: Registration is limited to a maximum of 48 families combined (Borough
and Township). Entries are accepted strictly on a first-come, first-served basis.
Registration will automatically close once capacity is reached. This is an online
competition that uses social media. The registration link will open on the Borough and
Township websites simultaneously on September 10th. FREE REGISTRATION

o Fair Judging: To ensure objective judging, family names will be removed and assigned a
unique registration number for the duration of the contest.

2. Physical Specifications & Weatherproofing
¢ Dimensions: Scarecrows must measure no larger than 3 feet tall by 2 feet wide.
e Weight Limit: Scarecrows must weigh LESS than 10 Ibs.

e Mandatory Inspection: All entries will be officially weighed and measured upon receipt.
Non-compliant entries will be disqualified.

e Weather Resistance: Scarecrows will be displayed outdoors around Park Lake and must
be 100% weatherproof. No paper or cardboard allowed.

e Power Requirements: There is NO access to electricity. All displays must be completely

self-contained (e.g., battery-operated elements only, if applicable).
3. Content Restrictions & Photo Pre-Approval

o Design Standards: Scarecrows must be family-friendly. Absolutely NO Extreme gore,
violence, political themes, perishable food, or any elements deemed unacceptable by
the committee.

e Pre-Approval Requirement: Before physical drop-off, a photo of your completed
scarecrow must be submitted and formally approved by the committee. Unapproved
entries will not be accepted at drop-off locations.

4. Drop-Off, Display & Maintenance

¢ Submission Deadline: All approved scarecrows must be received by September 28,
2026, at either the Borough or Township Municipal Building.



o Tagging: Every scarecrow must be clearly tagged with its assigned registration number
upon turn-in.

o Display Date: Scarecrows will be hung around Park Lake by October 5, 2026.

e Removal & Safety: The Borough and Township reserve the right to remove any
scarecrow at any time if it deteriorates, falls apart, suffers vandalism, or presents a
public safety hazard.

5. Voting & Awards

e Voting Platform: Public voting will take place online via a Facebook poll launching the
day after the Spooktacular event.

e Prize Structure: Awards will be presented for Top 3 (1st, 2nd, and 3rd place), Runner-Up
spots for the Top 3, and Honorable Mention recognition.

o Categories for Judging: Funniest, Scariest, Most Original
Waiver of Liability & Release Statement

BY SUBMITTING AN ENTRY TO THE BOROUGH OR TOWNSHIP HALL, THE PARTICIPANT
ACKNOWLEDGES AND AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING:

1. Transfer of Risk & Liability: Upon physical delivery of the scarecrow to the Borough or
Township Municipal Building, the participant assumes all risk of loss, damage, theft, or
destruction. The Borough, the Township, event organizers, employees, volunteers, and
committee members assume no legal or financial liability for any damage, wear-and-
tear, weather damage, or act of vandalism affecting the submitted entry.

2. Public Safety & Disposal: The participant agrees that the Borough and Township hold
sole discretion to alter, move, or remove any scarecrow deemed unsafe, unsightly, or
damaged, without prior notice or obligation of compensation/replacement.

3. Media & Publicity: By submitting an entry, participants grant the Borough and Township
permission to use photographs and public display details (including assigned entry
numbers and generalized placement) on social media, websites, and local news outlets.



