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Borough of Rockaway Mayor and Council 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rockaway, in the County of Morris, 

New Jersey, was held in the Community Center, 21-25 Union Street, Rockaway, N.J. with Mayor Russell 

Greuter presiding.  Mayor Greuter called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Mayor Greuter read the following statement:  In accordance with Section 5 of the Open Public Meetings 

Act, Chapter 231, Public Laws, 1975, be advised that notice of this meeting was made by posting on the 

Bulletin Board, Town Hall, and sending to the officially designated newspapers, a list of meeting dates 

annually, indicating that the meeting would take place at the Community Center at 7:30 p.m. on 

September 27, 2012.  Mayor Greuter announced the location of the fire exits. 

 

 

Councilmembers Present Councilmembers Absent 

Thomas Donofrio Thomas Mulligan 

Joyce Kanigel 

Joseph Vicente 

John Willer 

Melissa Burnside - Council President 

 

Richard Beilin, Esq., representing Borough Attorney Ed Wacks, was also present. 

 

Everyone present participated in the salute to the flag. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Upon motion by Councilman Vicente, seconded by Councilman Donofrio, and carried unanimously upon 

voice vote, the minutes of the September 13, 2012 Regular Meeting were accepted as submitted. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mayor Greuter read a letter from Matthew Wasko dated September 12, 2012 requesting permission to sell 

Christmas trees from November 23 through December 24 at 100 Hibernia Avenue daily until 9:00 p.m.  

Mr. Wasko also volunteered to donate the tree for the Library gazebo. 

 

Upon motion by Councilman Vicente, seconded by Councilman Willer, and unanimously carried by voice 

vote to accept the correspondence, approve said sale and thank them for the donation, and to advise the 

Zoning Officer of same. 

 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 

Mr. Mark Caputo, Health Officer, discussed the three-year proposal of the Township of Randolph to 

continue the shared service agreement for health services.  The contract provides for the same services as 

in the past with a 1.25% increase each year for three years.    

 

Mrs. Jean Rueter, a member of the Board of Health for 36 years, expressed her sincere satisfaction for the 

response by Randolph staff members to any problems.   

 

Councilwoman Kanigel asked if all of the services offered are required or if the Borough could select 

from a menu of services.  Mr. Caputo responded that the health services are mandated and comply with 

local health standards. 

 

Upon motion by Council President Burnside, seconded by Councilman Willer, and unanimously carried 

by roll call vote to accept the proposal from the Township of Randolph to provide health services for a 

three-year period beginning January 1, 2013. 

 

Mr. Caputo recommended that the Borough increase the fee for certificate of habitability inspections for 

rental premises to $50 from $25.  This fee is usually paid by the tenant who will be renting the apartment 

or house. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Personnel Committee - Councilwoman Kanigel 

 

Library Board of Trustees 

 

The summer programs were well attended. 

 

Historical Committee 

 

The interpretative panel was delivered and is being installed at Memorial Park where the canal wall was. 

 

 

Public Works/Public Utilities Committee - Councilman Donofrio 

 

Public Works Projects 

 

The road resurfacing project will begin next week.  The salt shed and recycling yard renovation project is 

well underway. 

 

 

Finance and Licensing Committee - Councilman Vicente 

 

Suggested that the Chief Financial Officer and Auditor attend the last meeting in October to give a 

general overview of the 2013 budget.   

 

Councilman Vicente made a motion, which was seconded by Council President Burnside, to ask the 

Borough Attorney to prepare an ordinance to change the Recreation Commission to an advisory 

Recreation Committee.   

 

Mr. Beilin explained that the municipality is not required to have a commission which was established 

pursuant to state statute.  The Council can designate a committee’s powers and obligations.  

 

Upon roll call vote, all Council members voted in favor of the motion to ask the Borough Attorney to 

prepare an ordinance to change the Recreation Commission to an advisory Recreation Committee. 

 

 

Fire Committee - Councilman Willer 

 

Sale of Fire Truck 

 

The auction was held to sell the old fire truck; however, there were no bids.  The Borough Attorney has 

advised that we may sell the truck through a broker. 

 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Councilman Vicente, and carried unanimously via roll 

call vote, to present the fire truck to various brokers for sale 

 

 

Public Safety Committee - Council President Burnside 

 

Halloween Parade 

 

Recreation voted to pay for the police expense for the Halloween parade. 

 

Requested a closed session for a personnel matter. 

 

 

ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

 

Litigation 

 

The Donatoni and RVRSA litigations are still moving toward mediation. 

 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Councilman Vicente, and carried unanimously upon 

voice vote, to accept the Borough Attorney's report. 
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MAYOR'S REPORT 
 

Personnel 
 

Mr. Thomas Pinand, plumbing and fire subcode official, submitted his resignation effective October 2, 

2012.  So that we have coverage, he has agreed to work one day each week until October 16.   
 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Councilman Donofrio, and carried unanimously upon 

voice vote, to authorize the Borough Clerk to contact applicants to fill the plumbing and fire subcode 

official positions. 
 

MUA Recycling Contract 
 

The Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority has requested approval of new pricing for the next four 

years:  no increase for 2013 and a 2% increase each year for 2014, 2015, and 2016 which will cover the 

increases in the cost of living, health benefits, and fuel. 
 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Councilman Donofrio, and carried unanimously upon 

roll call vote, to accept the new four-year pricing from the Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority. 
 

Municipal Court Revenues 
 

Mayor Greuter and the Clerk met with the Joint Municipal Court Judge and the Court Administrator to 

discuss the declining court revenues.  Several reasons were given, including a reduction in the number of 

tickets, time payments, and dismissal of lesser charges.  Council President Burnside and Mayor Greuter 

will discuss this with the Chief of Police.  
 

McMATCH Food Drive 
 

The Borough placed first in its division and second overall in the county-wide food drive.  The Rockaway 

Food Closet received almost 3,000 pounds of food. 
 

Best Practices Inventory Questionnaire 
 

The State's Fiscal Year 2013 Appropriations Act requires the Division of Local Government Services to 

determine how much of each municipality's final 5 percent allocation of its State aid will be disbursed 

based upon the results of a Best Practices Inventory.  The inventory consists of 50 questions in the 

categories of General Management, Financial Standards, Budget Preparation and Presentation, Health 

Insurance, Personnel, and Public Safety.  The Chief Financial Officer has certified that the Borough's 

score is 90 percent; therefore, we will receive the full final 5 percent State aid payment.  The completed 

worksheet was distributed to the Council for review and approval. 
 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Councilman Vicente, and carried unanimously upon 

roll call vote, to accept the Best Practices Inventory worksheet as prepared by the Chief Financial Officer. 
 

Auditor Review Committee 
 

Mayor Greuter recommended that a committee be established to review the proposals submitted for the 

Borough Auditor position.  He appointed Councilmen Mulligan and Vicente to be the members of an 

"Auditor Review Committee."   
 

Upon motion by Councilman Vicente, seconded by Council President Burnside, and carried unanimously 

upon voice vote, to concur with the Mayor's appointment of Councilmen Mulligan and Vicente the 

"Auditor Review Committee." 
 

Broad Street Vacation 
 

In 2007, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance 14-07 vacating a portion of Broad Street upon the 

payment of $100,000 from Annex Builders, LLC.  Since there has been no action, the Council agreed to 

introduce an ordinance to rescind this ordinance. 
 

Sustainable Jersey Certification 
 

Mayor Greuter suggested, and the Governing Body agreed, that the Environmental Committee should 

review the requirements to participate in this certification program which could provide, among other 

benefits, early notification of grants.    
 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Council President Burnside, and carried unanimously 

upon voice vote, to refer the Sustainable Jersey program to the Environmental Committee.   
 

Upon motion by Councilman Vicente, seconded by Council President Burnside, and carried unanimously 

upon voice vote, to accept the Mayor's report. 
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RESOLUTION 
 

Upon motion by Councilman Willer, seconded by Councilman Vicente, and carried unanimously upon 

call of the roll, the following resolution was adopted:   
 

RESOLUTION 145-12:  REFUND TAX SALE CERTIFICATE (BLOCK 38, LOT 23) 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rockaway, County of Morris, by New 

Jersey State Statute 54:5-58 to refund tax sale certificate dated October 19, 2011 for 64 Keller Avenue, 

Block 38, Lot 23 in the amount of $14,848.12 and premium in the amount of $15,100.00 to Park Finance 

II LLC, P. O. Box 109, Cedar Knolls, New Jersey 07927. 
 

DATE:   September 27, 2012 BOROUGH OF ROCKAWAY 
 

ATTEST:   Sheila Seifert, Borough Clerk BY:  Russell Greuter, Mayor 
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 19-12, Public Hearing & Adoption 
 

Councilman Willer offered the following ordinance as read by title on second reading: 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ROCKAWAY 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AMENDING CHAPTER 241, 

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ROCKAWAY 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rockaway, County of Morris, State of 

New Jersey, that the following amendment be made to Chapter 241, Vehicles and Traffic, of the Code of 

the Borough of Rockaway as follows: 
 

Section I, Part 2, Vehicle and Traffic Regulations, Article XV, Schedules 
 

1. Section 241-50, Schedule I entitled "Parking Prohibited At All Times" is hereby amended to add the 

following: 
 

 Name of Street Side Location  

 Highview Terrace North From Mount Pleasant Avenue to a point 173 feet east 

thereof 
 

 Highview Terrace South From Mount Pleasant Avenue to a point 150 feet east 

thereof 
 

 Hyland Avenue Both From Mount Pleasant Avenue to a point 306 feet 

north thereof 
 

Section II 
 

1. This Ordinance may be renumbered for codification purposes. 
 

2. All Ordinances of the Borough of Rockaway which are inconsistent with the provisions of this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.   
 

3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be 

unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
 

4. This Ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 
 

DATE: September 27, 2012 BOROUGH OF ROCKAWAY 
 

ATTEST: Sheila Seifert, Borough Clerk BY:  Russell Greuter, Mayor 
 

Mayor Greuter opened the meeting to the public. 
 

Mr. Thomas Barrow, 33 Marshall Ave., asked for verification of the location of the no parking area.   
 

There being no comments, Mayor Greuter closed the public hearing. 
 

On motion by Councilman Willer, and seconded by Councilman Donofrio, the above mentioned 

ordinance was adopted by the following roll call: 
 

Roll Call: Ayes: Donofrio, Kanigel, Vicente, Willer, Burnside 

 Nays: None  
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PUBLIC PORTION 

 

Mayor Greuter opened the meeting to the public. 

 

Mrs. Bonnie Hook, president of the Business Owners Association, thanked the Mayor and Council for 

paying for the police overtime for the Celebrate Rockaway Day. 

 

Mr. Rob Grow, 110 Lakeside Drive, Environmental Committee, presented a plan for an Eagle Scout 

project to build a kiosk for the Beach St. River Park.   

 

There being no further comments, Mayor Greuter closed the meeting to the public. 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Upon motion by Council President Burnside, seconded by Councilman Vicente, and adopted 

unanimously upon voice vote, the following resolution was adopted: 

 

RESOLUTION 146-12:  CLOSE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 

 

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of 

the Public from a meeting under certain circumstances; and 

 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances do exist; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rockaway in the 

County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter specified subject 

matters. 

 

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:  Personnel.  

 

3. The minutes of the discussion shall be made public as soon as the matters under discussion are no 

longer of a confidential or sensitive nature. 

 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

DATE:   September 27, 2012 BOROUGH OF ROCKAWAY 

 

ATTEST:   Sheila Seifert, Borough Clerk BY:  Russell Greuter, Mayor 

 

Mayor and Council went into closed session at 8:31 p.m. and resumed the public meeting at 8:39 p.m. 

 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

 

The First Presbyterian Church invited the Governing Body to have a table at an event on October 13; the 

Governing Body members may attend but declined to have a table.   

 

Councilwoman Kanigel suggested that the storage area in the Community Center be utilized by the 

Governing Body for closed sessions.  However, the area is used to store items for use by Recreation and 

Public Works. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

 

Approved:  As Submitted Sheila Seifert, Borough Clerk 

 

Date:  October 11, 2012 

 


